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ERESTINGLY  TOLD - FOR

BUSY READBRS..

e quarintine n;mlnst Cuba has
n officially withdrawar, 5o, long
fhe health of the island remains

bl . ,

e
here is a movement on foot  to
e Hillsborough eounty, one-
i heing set off as Williamson
inty.

e et

florida }ms a magazine, ''The
byal Palin,'’ It is issued from
inesville, C. C. Thomas edltor
i puhllshc

e South-eastern Stock Grow-
Association, of Florida will
jd its Annual Convention at
ssimmee, on March 29,

&

St. Augustine is rejoicing in the
stallment of a new electric light
ice. T'he city has previously
gas for illuminating purposes.

fJudging by the columns of hotel
ivals that appear daily in the
st coast newspapers there dre
enty of tourists in the state, this
5011,

-

The State Horticulturists will
et for their Annual Convention
Jacksonville, May 1, 2,3, 4,
heap railroad rates will be ar-
nged for by the trausportation
pmmittees.  The meetings, will
b held in the Windsor Hotel,

Governor Broward has appointed
¢ commissioners from the state
Florida to the Jamesfown Ex-
osition to  be  held ‘in, 1907.
hey are T. J. L. Brown, of
ampa; C. A, Ridley, Live Oak;
{rs, l\athanne Fagan, Jackson-
ille; R, ‘W. Storrs,. DeFunink
privg and A, A, Boggs, Cocoa-
lit Grove,

Prosperity has evidently knocked
Pt the door of the (DeSoto County )
HAMPION and managed to get
nside, too.  In its mew, enbmi
d m)provcd £om ﬁﬂl m k ‘
fredit, not only to :
il capable Tittle Wﬂmﬁ :

nd edits it, Mﬁﬂﬁu Mn hld
ounty ""F’lﬂ‘}dqm Wt

_,,—-.-

The unprecedented mm that
he north suffered on Sunday lﬂm
nd Monday - _morning . reached [
Florida en Mén,day njzht giving
s 2 warm raiu‘.of lome ‘hours

vind preval
he clouds..

lexculpate I. E. Cooper,

present sehedules  uotil  further
notice and a8 it can be definitely
assumed that if quarautine is put
o that due notice will be given,
there is no reason why anyone
wishing to visit Havauna should
not do so.

I beg that you give general pub-
licity t6 this information by post-
ing this and by personally advising
your friends and those interested.”’

Sttt Lot e gt st el ey

Urand Jury Preseniment.

We. the Grand Jury, being duly
gworn to_ diligently inquire and
true presentment make, beg leave
to report. We have carefully in-
quited into and examined all the
witnesses that have come hefore
our body and have found, indict-
ments against all parties violating
the law wherein the evidence set
before us was sufficient toindict.

We are glad to report to your
Honor that we find crime in
DeSoto county, State of Florida,
on decrease. We learn this from
the witnesses examined.

We beg leave further to report
that upon reporting to the court
on last Friday we stated to the
court in our General Presentment
that we had *again | eéxamined
wittiesses to ascertain whether or
not we could find any evidence
that would tend in any manner to
who was
convicted three years ago for the
murder of J. H, Bowman, or that
would warrant us in indicting any
other party or parties as principal
or accessory to said mier, and
that as a result of our investi-
gations we found nothing excul-
pating Cooper. or nothing ‘that
would warrant us in indieting any
other person for said  murder,
Whereupon your. Honor .instructed
us that inasmuch as. the. Goyernor
had advised that he had stayed
the execution of Cooper in order
that the Grand Jury at this term
of the court might make a further
and more complete investigation
of the matter, your Honor in-

make a full and more com-

ete report as to the Cooper case,
and upon request of J. W. Brady,
your Honor instructed the clerk to

pnmmqm wery witness that he,
desired to mtlfybefore

. |structed us to return to our rooms

whom were summoned before our
(body to testify. = Several witnesses
live beyond the jurisdiction of this
court and did not appear, Out of
6 munbgr furnished by Mr.
rady Wti"two ]teltlﬁed before

0 3679
Qllltsday 1
ndication of

A FOUL MURDER

N T PRa
THREE KILLED AND THROWN
INTO AN OLD WETL.

F On Sunday morning this com:
mnunity was shocked to hear that a
triple mutder had been committed
out near Pine Level. The fadls
S0 near as we can learn 'are: As
Mrs, Jake Simmons (a colored
woman) was out in her yard Satur-
day afternocii she was shot and
killed as were also her two bays
aged three and five,” and their
bodies dragged to a partially filled
well into which they were thrown
and brush thrown over them.

When the older boys of  the
family came home and did not find
any one they went to bed, and did
not until morning search for their
mother; when a turpentine hand
came to see the family. He
helped the boys to search for her
and soon made the ghastly dis-
covery.

The alarm was at once given and
the sheriff with his dogs sent for,
About this time Albert Simmons,
nephew of the murdered woman,
and a bloody knife and part of a
gun had been found in the yard.
The nephew disappeared shortly
carrying the gun with him. He
was tracked for a mile and found
near the spot where he had hidden
the gun. He was at once arrested
and brought to Arcadia. An .in-
quest was held and a preliminary
trial. ‘The prisoner told different
stories as to his whereabouts the
niglt of the murder and endeavored
to implicate others as helping in
the murder, which he has confessed
having a hand in.

The other negros were dis-
charged there being no evidence
agdinst them, other than Albert
Simmons word. Albert Simmons
is still held.

The husband of the murdered
woman «was in Arcadia, where he
was at work for Mr. Ralls. Him-
gelf and wife were highly respected
colored people, and their neighbors
and friends could scarcely be held
in check for the law to take its
course, so indignant are they
against the perpetrator of the
ghastly crime. The prisoner is a

me by an lmdy, and all of f .

154 | young colored man of feeble mind,

,hu heen at large altogether

.0\“~

Ko : j

it A‘{""\.[‘. -
'l’hoCooperCuo

Cooper, has, since circuit court in
Arcadia, been to Tampa, and while
there wrote for the Tampa Times
the following = communication,
which appeared in Saturday’s daily:
- “Tampa, Fla., March 17, 1906,

~ o the Editor of the Times:
I am very much surprised. to

ok poties by tadayl’l‘dbuneahbomd

effort to take away from Cooper
the victory he had before * the

¢| DeSoto cotnty grand jury last
| week, andforwhiclihehqdwaited

|80 long.

1 say surpxiaed. Mm while

el
‘ w the Tribune has been pemistenﬂy

lanpresenting everything in con-
“with the Cooper case,
hhh N’ld to his lﬂlw,l

the matter where they found it,"”
which shows conclusively that
there is too much doubt about
Cooper's guilt for the grand jury
to recommend anything to  the
pardoning board. This result
came about in this way: ‘A
detective last fall reported to the
governor that he thought two
other people were guilty with
Cooper. This was old to all of us
whe were familias with the case,
but the governor wanted it investi-
gated. *The first week of court,
the grand jury had the detective's
report with the affidavits taken by
him (not by me) before them and
investigated. They reported no
bill and added®™that there was
nothing brought before them to
“exculpate Cooper;”’ this was on
Friday of the first week. I
objected to the language going
into the report for the reason that
Cooper’'s side had not been before
the grand jury at all, but to the
reverse, they had been trying to
secure evidence against him. The
cotirt then instructed the grand
jury, if it desired it, to sit the
second week and gather all the
evidence it could, I agreeing that I
would furnish lists of witnesses
and all data before the pardoning
borrd. Immediately after this was
arranged, the state's attorney
jumped in and put=-according to
the Tribune's own showing—forty-
eight witnesses before the grand
jury, whoge testimony I was not
permitted to hear, and according
to the 'Tribune's own showing,
only twenty-two of the forty-one
witnesses- I summoned appeared,
but I got my affidavits there from
the pardoning/board, that was the
main thisg; I furnished them to
the grand jury, they did not
furnish them to me, as the Tribune
had it, and on those nine affidavits
the grand jury say, after looking
into the matter, that they desire
to leave it where they found it.
Replying further to the Tribune,
I can say that I am satisfied with
the action of the grand jury, al-
though some of them were witness-
es* for the state in the trial of
Cooper, and although the state

Col. J. W. Brady, counsel for |

thinkx n: wmﬂd have thev

retired the case before it, before I
was allowed to go in, and when
the true record is written of that
investigation I expect it to be
another evidence before  the
pardgning board that @ooper’s

sentence should be commuted.

Respectfully.
J. W. BrApy."

A Pleasant Social Event,
The Misses Ewing pleasantly
entertained a number of ladies and
gentlemen on Monday night last
in honor of Mrs. Ida Holcomb,
who leaves shortly for Argyle,
Minnesota, Those presenf were
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. R. Parker,
Mts. Effie Peters, Mrs, T. B. and
Mrs. J. G. King; Misses Dauphine
Simmons, Mary Giles, Mattie Roe
and Messrs Page, Carter, Cline,
F. B. Smith and Smiley Parker.
Delicious refreshments were served
1land the happy hours passed all
too swiftly. The Misses Ewing
entertain royally angd the event
will - long - remain -a pleasant
memory to thoa 80 fortunate as to
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INTERESTING  INFORMATION
ABOUT THE CANDIDATES.

HUGH C. SPARKMAN A CANDIDATH.

Editor Hugh Sparkman, of
Zolfo, this week announces himself
a candidate for representative in
the legislature. We can heartily
recommend Mr, Sparkman, having
known him for years. If elected
he promises to work for the best
interest of the county upon whose
welfare and prosperity his own
depends, He opposes the repeal
of the Buckman bill and also op-
posses any further appropriation
for the State Fair at Tampa, Mr.
Sparkman is already distinguished
for his bright editorials, and his
ability as a politician in his home
town, and we predict if elected,
will be an honor to his county,

FREEMAN FOR SHERIFF,

Sheriff Freeman announces this
week that he is a candidate to sue-
ceed himself., As we have before
mentioned Mr, Freeman has al-
ready been elected but owing to
some technicality did not qualify
and was then appointed by the
governor to serve until the next
election, To Mr. Freeman then
the office logically belongs and as
he has made a most satisfactory
officer, one of the very best we
have ever had, we think the voters
will triumphantly elect him.

§. M. SPARKMAN FOR CONGRESS.

Tur CuaMpioN is pleased to
note the unaminity of the state
press in the advocacy of Congress-
man S. M. Sparkman for re-
ele@ion to the office he has so ac-
ceptably filled for years. We
have never wavered in our belief
that Mr. Sparkman is the very
best man to represent us, because
he has the most influence in" con-
gress of any one we could send
and that's what we want in a rep-
resentative, one who can do things
for us,

THE COMMISSIONER QUESTION.

We don’t want to stir up trouble
but we are urging that the county
commissioners shall be voted for
as other candidates are, by voters
all over the county instead of in
the home district. The com-
missioners transact business for
the whole connty and are in no
sense local officers and as such all
the people should be allowed a
voice in their election or rejection.

HOLZENDORF WILL RUN,

R. L. Holzendorf thro’ the Zolfo
Advertiser announces his candi-
dacy for connty commissioner from
his district. This is Mr. King's

district, but we understand he will

not again accept the office. Mr,
Holzendorf is an upright, pro-
gressive citizen and will, doubtless,
if elected serve his constituents ac-

ceptably.
€. 8. BUSHNELL FOR COMMISSIONER.
C. 8. Bushnell is a candidate for
county commissioner for this
district and although he has not
publicly announced himself his
friends are firmly of the opinion
that no better man can be found
for the place.

L.ANGEORD WILL BE A CANDIDATE,

We have it from W. C. Luufcrd

| otir present tax collector, that it is

P PO PRI P~ AR T S e i e NG S armeier S M o

'hisimnﬁmmwm run for the -.-:{




